EXECUTIVE ORDER

THE STATE OF TEXAS
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
AUSTIN, TEXAS
EXCCUTIVE ORDER
GWB 96-10

RELATING T0 THE IMPLEMENTATION OF TIIE “CHARITABLE CHOICE"” PROVISION
INTHE 1996 FEDERAL WELFARE LAW

WIHEREAS, tho State of Texas cnjoys a rich diversitly of private and faith-based charitics that render
eflective and focused aid to people in need; and

WIIEREAS, these groups achieve impressive resulls by evoking personal responsibility,

transforming lives, and injecting moral and splritual resources that are beyond government’s know-
how; and

WIII‘RDAS; Texans recognize that government nccd not bc the first nor the only provider of
assistance lo those in need; and

v
WIIEREAS, Congrcss passed and the President signc('l, on August 22, 1996, the Personal
Responsibility and Work Opportumiy Reconciliation Act of 1996 (the “Act”"), which devolves

welfare anthorily to the slates and gives Texas an opporhun(y to fashion o welfare system that best
serves all needy Texans; and

WIIEREAS, scclion 104 of the Act contains a “charitable choice” provision that encournges states to
involve private and faith-based groups as providers of services to the needy whilo expressly

protecting the religious character - of participating providers.and the religlous freedom of their
rccnplcn(s,

NOW, TIIEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSHI, GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, by virtue of the power
vested in me, do hereby direct all pertinent executive branch agericics to: (i) take all necessary steps
to implement the “charitable choice” provision of the federal welfare law; and (ii) take affirmative
steps prescribed by the Act to prolect the religidus integrity and the funclional autonomy of
participating faith-based providers and the religious freedom of thelr beneficiaries. Affected
agencics shall file a written report with the Office of the Governor on the implementation status of
the “charitable choice” provision by May 1, 1997. -

This Executive Order shall be effective Immediately and shall remain in effect until
maodificd, amended or rescinded by me.

R : b
Glven under my hand this the ___ﬂ_.f:

day of
QC&M!)&J‘ , 1996.

GEORgY W. BUSH
GOVYRAOR

ANTONIO O. GARZA, JR.
Sccrelary of State SEGRETANY OF STATE

DEC 1871996

PILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE



