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THE STATE OF TEXAS
 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
 

•	 i 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
 
AUSTIN, TEXAS
 

EXECUTIVE ORDER
 
GWn 96-10
 

RRL'\T/NG TO TII~ IMI'LRr.mNTATION OF TilE "CHAnITAIlLE CHOICE" PnOVISION 

/NTIIn 1996 FEDEnAL WELFAltn: LAW 

WHEREAS, tho Slate of Texas elUoys a rich diversity of private nnd faith-based charities thnt render 
effective nnd focused nid to people in need; nnd 

WHEREAS, these groups achieve impressive resulls by evoking personal responsibility, 
trnnsformlng lives, nnd injecting mornl nnd splritunl resources Ihnt are beyond government's know­
how; nnd 

I 

WIIEREASi Texans recognize that government need not be Ihe first nor tho only provider of 
nssisl:lI1ce to those in need; and 

\ I 

WIIEHEAS, Congress passed nnd lhe President signe~,' on August 22, 1996, the Personal 
Responsibilily and Work Opportunity Reconcillatlon Act of 1996 (lho "Act"), whic!l devolves 
welfare nnlhorily 10,Ihe stales nnd gives Texns nn opportunity 10 fnshion a welforo system Ihat best 
serves all needy Texans; and 

I, 

I	 . 
WHEREAS, seclion 1M oflhe Acl conlnins a "chnritoble choice" provision thnt encournges sIllIes 10 
involve private nnd fnilh-bnsed groups ns provlder~ of services to the needy whilo expressly 
protecting the religious chorncter ·.of pnrticipaling providers, nnd the religious freedom of their 
recipienls; 

NOW,TIIEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, GOVERNOR OF TEXAS, by virtue of the power 
vested in me, do hereby direct all pertinent executive brnnch ngertcles to: (i) tnke nllnecessnry sleps 
10 implement the "chnrilable choice" provision of the fede'rnl weltnre Inw; nnd (ii) take nffirmative 
sleps prescribed by the Act to protect tho religious integrity nnd tho functional nutonomy of 
parlieipating faith-based providers and tho religious freedom of t!lelr beneficlnrles. Affected 
agcncics shall file a wriuen report with the Office of the Governor on the Implementation status of 
the "chnrilnble choice" provision by Mny I, 1997. . 

This Executive Order shall be effective Immedintely nnd shall remain in effect until 
modi ried, amended or rescinded by me. 

".o:1±_,'_
 

Given under my hand this the 11 ~ day of 
Dgc..e......,be.r • 1996. 

ANTONIO O. GARZA, JR. PILED IH TilE OFFICE OF TilE 
Secrclary of State SECl\ETAA'7 OF STATE 

DEC 1$11996 


