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Texas Employers Add More Jobs

Unemployment Rate Drops

AUSTIN — Seasonally Adjusted Nonagricultural Employment in Texas grew by 13,200 jobs in January, the
16™ consecutive month of job growth. Seven of eleven industry sectors reported job growth over the month.
Employment increased by 269,600 positions over the year, for an annual growth rate of 2.8 percent. The
unemployment rate fell to 5.0 percent in January, down from 5.2 percent in December and 5.5 percent in
January 2005.

Initial claims for unemployment compensation for January were down 20.1 percent over the last 12 months,
and down 32.0 percent, compared to initial claims for unemployment compensation in January 2004.

“The addition of jobs by Texas employers, as well as the declining unemployment rate, is great news for the
labor market,” said TWC Chair Diane Rath. “These positive trends underscore the economic growth we are
experiencing across the state.”

In the Service Providing Sector, Professional & Business Services added 4,200 jobs in January and 67,000
jobs since January 2005, representing an annual growth rate of 6.0 percent. Employment in Trade,
Transportation & Utilities rose by 4,000 jobs in January, for an increase of 47,300 jobs since January 2005.

Education & Health Services employment rose by 2,800 jobs, adding 40,500 jobs over the year. Financial
Activities employment increased by 1,900 jobs in January, more than double its December gain of 800 jobs.

“Texas employers have added nearly 270,000 jobs in the last year, demonstrating increased confidence in the
strength of the marketplace,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Employers Ron Lehman. “I'm
encouraged by growth in both service providing and goods producing sectors, including large year over year
gainsin Professional & Business Services and Construction.”

In the Goods Producing Sector, Construction added 1,500 jobs for the month and 29,000 jobs for the year,
marking an annual growth rate of 5.2 percent. Natural Resources & Mining employment rose by 12,800 jobs
over the year, for an annual growth rate of 8.1 percent.

“The number of employed Texans has grown to 10.8 million workers, and the unemployment rate continues
to go down,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor Ronny Congleton. “ Texas' abundant, skilled
workforce is one of the strongest factorsin attracting and retaining businessin our state.”
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January Unemployment

Civilian Labor Force Estimatesfor Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas
Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands)
January 2006 December 2005 January 2005
C.L.F. Emp. | Unemp. | Rate | C.L.F. Emp. | Unemp. | Rate | C.L.F. Emp. | Unemp. | Rate

United States 149,090.0 141,481.0 7,608.0  5.1] 149,874.0 142,918.0 69560 4.6 147,125.0 138,682.0  8,444.0 5.7
State of Texas 11,280.6 10,6962 5934 53 11,3258 10,785.0 5408 4.8 11,0811 104249  656.2 5.9
Abilene 82.0 785 35 43 82.0 79.0 30 36 80.0 76.3 37 47
Amarillo 1288 1239 49 38 1297 1253 44 34 1254 1199 5.5 44
Austin-Round Rock 8144 7795 349 43 8141 7827 314 39 7886  750.6 38.0 4.8
Beaumont-Port Arthur 1752 1624 128 73 1767 1637 130 73 1778 1638 14.0 79
Brownsville-Harlingen 1430 1329 1010 73 1421 1330 91 64 1416  129. 12.5 8.8
College Station-Bryan 101.2 96.8 44 43 1055 101§ 39 37 1001 95.7 4.4 44
Corpus Christi 1984 1878 106 54 1993 1895 98 49 1988 1863 12.5 6.3
Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 30555 29024 1531 50 30660 29259 1401 46 29778 28064 1714 5.8

Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2050.0 19459 1041 51 20537 1,9584 953 46 19886 18738 1148 5.8

Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,0055 9565 490 49 10122 9675 447 44 9892 9326 56.6 5.7
El Paso 2917 2718 199 68 2940 2758 1820 62 2917 2682 235 8.1
Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown 26600 25118 1483 56 26688 25319 1369 51 25918 24376  154.2 5.9
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood 1525 1440 85 568 1527 1451 76 50 1491 1408 8.3 5.5
Laredo 88.7 83.7 50 5.8 88.4 84.0 44 50 85.2 79.3 5.9 6.9
L ongview 104.3 99.3 50 48 1043 99.8 45 44 1018 96.2 5.6 5.5
L ubbock 1413 1357 56 40 1424 1375 49 35 1403 1341 6.2 44
M cAllen-Edinburg-Mission 2705 2494 211 78 2691 2504 187 69 2626 2382 24.4 9.3
Midland 67.9 65.5 24 35 68.5 66.3 220 31 65.5 62.8 2.7 4.2
Odessa 63.8 61.1 27 43 64.2 617 25 38 61.8 58.5 33 5.4
San Angelo 52.9 50.6 23 43 52.9 50.9 20 38 53.2 50.7 25 4.7
San Antonio 899.3  856.3 430 48 9028 8641 387 43 8852 8364 48.8 5.5
Sher man-Denison 56.6 53.8 28 50 57.2 54.6 26 46 56.5 53.2 33 5.9
Texarkana 63.3 60.1 32 50 63.7 60.8 29 45 615 58.0 35 5.7
Tyler 96.9 925 44 44 97.3 93.3 40 44 96.5 91.3 5.2 5.4
Victoria 57.4 54.8 26 48§ 57.7 55.3 24 4.2 56.6 535 3.4 5.5
Waco 1124 1074 53 48 1137 1088 49 43 1123 1065 5.8 5.1
Wichita Falls 75.1 71.8 33 45 754 724 30 39 74.3 705 38 5.1
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The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities prosper
economically. For details on TWC and the programsiit offers in unison with its network of local workforce development boards,
call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org.



