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Texas Employers Add 18,600 Jobs in December

AUSTIN — Texas seasonally adjusted nonagricultural employment grew by 18,600 jobs in December.
Texas employers now have added 218,600 jobs over the past 12 months, for an annual growth rate of
2.1 percent, more than double the national growth rate of 1.0 percent. The December statewide
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate increased to 4.5 percent, up from 4.2 percent in November, but
down from 4.7 percent a year ago. The U.S. seasonally adjusted unemployment rate rose to 5.0 percent
in December, up from 4.4 percent in December 2006.

“Texas employers finished 2007 at a vibrant pace,” said Texas Workforce Commission (TWC) Chair
Diane Rath. “The state’s annual job growth rate leads the nation’s by a ratio of more than 2-to-1.”

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) experienced the lowest unemployment rate in the
state at 2.7 percent (not seasonally adjusted). The Amarillo, Lubbock and Odessa MSAs were second
at 3.2 percent.

Professional and Business Services gained 8,900 positions in December, for a total of 59,000 jobs
created since December 2006 and a 4.7 percent annual growth rate. Education and Health Services
recorded a monthly increase of 5,800 jobs in December, for a total of 29,100 jobs added in the past 12
months.

“Our economy continues to display broad-based vitality across most sectors,” said TWC
Commissioner Representing Employers Ron Lehman. “At 18,600 jobs, December 2007 job growth is
almost twice the average December gain for the past five years.”

Financial Activities posted a significant gain of 2,300 jobs in December, with industry increases for the
past 14 months. Leisure and Hospitality added 2,200 positions last month, gaining 37,900 positions
over the year and an annual job growth rate of 3.9 percent.

“Texans saw many new job opportunities in December,” said TWC Commissioner Representing Labor
Ronny Congleton. “From Construction and Manufacturing to Professional and Business Services and
Education and Health Services, our state’s businesses continue creating positions for those seeking
work.”

Construction in Texas gained 1,300 jobs last month, with 12,900 positions added over the year for a
2.1 percent annual job growth rate.
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Civilian Labor Force Estimates for Texas Metropolitan Statistical Areas
Not Seasonally Adjusted (In Thousands)

December 2007 November 2007 December 2006

C.LF. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.L.F. Emp. Unemp. Rate C.L.F. Emp. Unemp. Rate

United States 153,705.0 146,334.0 7,371.0 48 154,035.0 147,1180 69170 45 152,571.0 146,081.0 6,491.0 4.3
State of Texas 11,637.5 11,142.6 4949 43 11,658.1 11,180.7 4774 41 11,592.7 11,118.3 4744 41
Abilene 823 794 29 35 82.6 79.7 29 35 82.1 794 27 33
Amarillo 129.8 125.6 42 32 129.9 125.7 42 32 130.3 126.3 40 31
Austin-Round Rock 857.3 826.7 306 36 859.5 829.7 298 35 843.9 816.1 278 33
Beaumont-Port Arthur 183.6 172.7 109 5.9 183.2 173.4 98 53 181.9 172.6 93 51
Brownsville-Harlingen 145.2 136.6 86 59 144.3 136.2 81 56 144.4 136.0 84 58
College Station-Bryan 105.4 101.9 35 33 106.0 102.4 36 34 106.6 103.3 33 31
Corpus Christi 200.7 191.9 88 44 202.0 193.5 85 4.2 202.4 193.6 88 43
Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington 3,159.5 3,028.2 1313 4.2 3,163.2 3,035.3 1279 40 3,139.1 3,014.2 1249 40
Dallas-Plano-Irving MD 2,125.0 2,035.8 89.2 42 2,124.2 2,037.4 86.8 4.1 2,106.5 2,022.8 83.7 40
Fort Worth-Arlington MD 1,034.5 9924 421 41 1,039.0 997.9 411 4.0 1,032.6 991.4 412 4.0
El Paso 294.7 278.3 164 56 296.5 280.5 160 54 297.8 280.0 178 6.0
Houston-Sugar Land-Baytown 2,758.2 2,643.7 1145 4.2 2,766.7 2,656.3 1104 4.0 2,741.4 2,632.2 109.2 4.0
Killeen-Temple-Fort Hood 150.4 143.3 71 47 151.0 144.0 70 4.6 152.7 145.8 6.9 45
Laredo 90.3 86.1 42 46 90.4 86.4 40 45 90.4 86.5 39 43
Longview 104.4 100.2 42 40 104.6 100.6 40 38 105.2 101.2 40 38
Lubbock 146.8 142.1 47 32 147.0 142.2 48 3.2 145.9 141.4 45 31
McAllen-Edinburg-Mission 280.2 261.8 184 6.6 278.8 262.3 165 59 2737 254.8 189 6.9
Midland 717 69.8 19 27 72.0 70.0 20 27 714 69.5 19 27
Odessa 67.7 65.5 22 32 68.1 65.9 22 32 67.5 65.5 20 30
San Angelo 54.0 52.1 1.9 35 53.9 52.0 1.9 35 54.0 52.2 18 33
San Antonio 934.6 897.5 371 40 938.6 902.4 36.2 39 932.5 897.3 352 38
Sherman-Denison 58.0 55.3 27 46 58.3 55.7 26 44 57.7 55.4 23 40
Texarkana 63.1 60.1 30 47 63.2 60.3 29 46 63.1 60.1 3.0 47
Tyler 98.6 94.3 43 44 98.9 94.9 40 40 98.5 93.5 50 51
Victoria 58.2 56.1 21 36 58.2 56.2 20 35 58.5 56.5 20 34
Waco 113.8 109.2 46 4.0 114.6 110.0 46 4.0 113.9 109.6 43 38
Wichita Falls 75.5 725 3.0 40 75.6 72.6 3.0 39 75.8 73.0 28 37

The Texas Workforce Commission is a state agency dedicated to helping Texas employers, workers and communities
prosper economically. For details on TWC and the services it offers in unison with its network of local workforce
development boards, call (512) 463-8556 or visit www.texasworkforce.org.
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